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100% of the state is in drought

88% is in extreme drought

79% in “extreme” drought
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Soil Moisture Conditions 

Timeline of soil moisture for the 2021 water year. It is currently record wet for this time of year. 



Current 
Streamflow
Conditions 

Mean daily streamflow 
compared to historical 
streamflow. Includes only 
sites with 30 years of data or 
more.



Cumulative Flow of Headwater Streams 
Conditions 

Graphic comparing 2022 
water year Headwater 
Streamflow to median or 
typical 



Streamflow 

• 48 of 97 reporting streams are below normal 

• Low streamflows around the state are an 
indicator of the long-term nature of drought 

• It typically takes as long to get out of drought 
as it took to get into drought



Reservoir Levels

The statewide average is
at 49% compared to
about 62% this time last
year

37 of Utah’s 45 larger
reservoirs are below 55%
of capacity

Snowpack is needed to
fill the reservoirs in the
spring



Great Salt Lake Elevation

Graphic showing Great Salt Lake elevations over the past year. Elevations from August 
forward are provisional. 



Great Salt Lake 

• Provisional lake elevation was 4190.3 in 
mid-October 

• Lake level is rising with irrigation season 
ending and fall storms beginning 

• Lake elevation is currently 4190.6, about 
9.6 inches below the historic low



Questions?

Brian Steed
Executive  Director

Department of 
Natural Resources

Phone: 801.538.7201

E-mail: 
BrianSteed@utah.gov


